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This informative booklet describes the provisions and the requirements in force which must be
fulfilled with regard to animal health, identification and inspection of accompanying
documents, for the non-commercial movement of pet animals.

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

Legal framework

The Animal Health Laws and the Regulation (EC) No 998/2003. as well as every other community
or national legislation in relation to it, constitute the legal basis for the non-commercial
movement of pet animals. The Regulation (EC) No 998/2003 lays down the animal health
requirements applicable to the non-commercial movement of pet animals (dogs, cats, ferrets)
and the rules applying to checks on such movement.

Terms used in the text

% Pet animals

Dogs, cats, ferrets, invertebrates (except bees and crustaceans). ornamental tropical fish,
amphibia, reptiles, birds (except poultry covered by Council Directives 90/539/EEC and
92/65/EEC), rodents and domestic rabbits.

% Movement of a pet animal
Any movement of a pet animal between Member States or its entry or re-entry into the
territory of the Community from a third country.

% Non-commercial movement of a pet animal

Any movement of a pet animal which is accompanying its owner or a natural person responsible
for the animal on behalf of the owner during its movement and is not intended to be sold or
transferred to another owner.

% European Union Member State
A country which is a member of the EU.

% Third country
A country which is not a member of the EU.

% European Union Pet Passport

A document in the format set forth by the EU Commission Decision 2003/803/EC, which is
issued by an authorised veterinarian. This document allows the pet animal to be clearly
identified and includes indications according to which it is certified that the process followed
and the animal’s health status are in compliance with the provisions in force.

% Health Certificate :

A document in the format set forth by the EU Commission Decision 2004/824/EC, which is
issued by an official or an authorised veterinarian. This document allows the pet animal to be
clearly identified and includes indications according to which it is certified that the process



followed and the animal’s health status are in compliance with the provisions in force. The
certificate is valid for four months after signature by the official veterinarian or
endorsement by the competent authority, or until the date of expiry of the vaccination
against rabies, which ever is earlier.

% Authorised Veterinarian

A registered veterinarian authorised by the Director of the Veterinary Services for the conduct
of specific veterinary checks and identification procedures on pet animals.

% Official Veterinarian
A veterinarian employed by the Competent Authority.

Il. ENTRY INTO THE TERRITORY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

Points of entry

The points of entry for the non-commercial movement of pet animals are the following:

e The Larnaka and Pafos International Airports.

e The Lemesos, Larnaka and Pafos ports and marinas.

The entry of a pet animal from any other point except those mentioned above is prohibited.

The entry points for animal species covered by the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) are the Larnaka and Pafos International
Airports and the Lemesos and Larnaka ports only.

Notification of arrival

The owner or the person responsible for a pet animal originating from a third country must
communicate its arrival to the District Veterinary Office of the relevant point of entry, as well
as all the necessary information about the date and time of arrival and the flight number or the
ship’s name. The information must be communicated at least 48 hours prior to the arrival.

DOGS, CATS, FERRETS
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Every animal must be individually identified. An animal is considered identified when it bears
either
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Regardless of the form of the identification system, the information which would facilitate the
verification of the owner's name, surname and address should also be attainable. The
transponder (microchip) must comply with 1SO standard 11784 or annex A to 1SO standard
11785. In the case where the transponder does not comply with the aforementioned standards,
the owner/person responsible for the animal must provide the means necessary for reading the
transponder at the time of inspection. The tattoo, as a means of identification, will only be
accepted until 3 July 2011. After this date the only identification system allowed will be the
transponder. The implantation of the microchip should be proved that it has been performed
prior to at least one vaccination against rabies.

2. vaccination against rabies

In order to be vaccinated, the animal must be at least three months old. The vaccination, or
revaccination if applicable, must be in accordance with the recommendations of the vaccine’s
manufacturer and carried out with an inactivated vaccine of at least one antigenic unit per dose
according to the World Organization of Animal Health standards. The completion of the protocol
for the animal’s primary vaccination must take place at least 21 days prior to the movement of
the animal. Revaccinations (booster vaccinations) are valid from the date of administration,
provided they are administered within the period of validity indicated by the manufacturer of
the vaccine used in the previous vaccination. The vaccination will be considered as a primary
vaccination in the absence of veterinary certification attesting the previous vaccination. The
relevant documents ratifying the fulfilment of these requirements should be presented upon
request during the inspection at the point of entry.

3. Age
Taking into account the abovementioned requirements, any pet animal entering the territory of

the Republic of Cyprus must be at least 111 days old. The entry of pet animals aged less than
111 days old is prohibited regardless of the country of origin.

4. Breed

The entry of dogs of the following breeds is prohibited regardiess of the country of origin.
e American Pit Bull Terrier or Pit Bull Terrier

Japanese Tosa or Tosa Inu

e Dogo Argentino or Argentinian Mastiff

e Fila Brasileiro or Brazilian Mastiff

5. Transport

In the case of transport by air, the animals should be placed in containers which fulfil the
requirements of the International Air Transport Association (IATA) specifications.

In the case of transport by sea, the animals must be transported under conditions fulfilling the
health and welfare provisions as foreseen by the legislation in force.






